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November 2, 2007

California State Office of Historic Preservation

PO Box 94286

1416 9™ Street

Room 1442-7

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Dear Sir:

Forwarded herewith is our formal nomination and survey for the Historic District known
as the Upper Reservation of Fort MacArthur, San Pedro, California; also commonly

know as Angeles Gate Park, San Pedro, California.

The Historical Resources of the District are located in San Pedro, California on the 64
(plus) acre parcel originally owned and under control of the United States Army, as part
of Fort MacArthur. The land is located between South Alma Street and Roxbury Streets
on the East and West of Gaffey Street - between 32" Avenue on the North and Paseo
del Mar Avenues on the South [detailed in the nomination] was deeded by the
Department of the Interior to the respective property owners under a Quit Claim Deed,
recorded in Los Angeles County as document number 79-1016123 in 1979.

Property: There are two (2) property owners of the historic district resource(s):
1. The City of Los Angeles as major owner and the authority over the resource is
the City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks, 2000 Main Street,
Room 1330, Los Angeles, CA 90012.

2. A small parcel owned by the United States Coast Guard for operation of the
Marine Exchange; Peter W. Maldini, Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Coast Guard,
Branch Chief, Programs and Budget (Beverly Freitas, Commander MLCP Cs,
Chief Civil Engineering Division, 1301 Clay Street, Suite 700N. Oakland, CA
94612-5203).
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As required by the California Public Resources Code (sections 5020 thru 5097), the
nomination was submitted for review by Certified Mail on August 2, 2007, to both the
City Clerk of the City of Los Angeles, and the United States Coast Guard for the
required ninety day review period as required by statute, Transmittal letters are attached
hereto. During the 90 day wait period a letter of non-dispute (attached herewith) was
received from both the United States Coast Guard dated September 5, 2007 and the
City of Los Angeles dated September 25, 2007.

The nominating applicant is The Fort MacArthur Museum Association, a California Not-
For-Profit Corporation, PO Box 268, 3601 S Gaffey Street, San Pedro, CA 90731 (310)
548-2661, dedicated to the preservation and interpretation of the history of Fort
MacArthur, a U.S. Army post which guarded the Los Angeles harbor from 1914 to 1974.
The Museum was established in 1985, and it is housed in the corridors and galleries of
historic Battery Osgood-Farley. The Fort MacArthur Reservations hold an important
collection of historical structures which were part of the U.S. Army’s role in the defense
of the American continental coastline from invasion. These structures clearly trace the
development of American coastal defenses, from the all big gun era of the turn of the
twentieth century to the missile era of today.

A survey was conducted and the nomination prepared for the Fort MacArthur Museum
Association by Frank H. Evans, 430 E San Jose Ave., Unit A, Burbank, CA 91501-2654,
Phone; (818) 307-6807. He has some 12 years experience as a career Arillery
Commissioned Officer. The survey was performed by multiple onsite visits, numerous
interviews, and meetings; photographing the resources and performing appropriate
measurements. Further investigation was performed at the Fort MacArthur Museum’s
Archives; South Central Coastal Information Center, California State University,
Fullerton, Fullerton, California; The Real Property Office and the Environmental
Engineering Offices, Los Angeles Air Force Base, El Segundo, California; and
researching records at the National Archives Pacific Region, 24000 Avila Road, Laguna
Niguel, CA 92677-3497, and offices of the US Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles
District and Washington, D.C; and the US Army Quartermaster Corps 1201 22" Street,
Fort Lee, VA 23801.
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Statement of Significance:

The Former Upper Reservation of Fort MacArthur was constructed by the United States
Army after acquisition of the land about 1914, and represents a thematic historic district.
Congress recognized the value and need to provide fortification on both the east and
west coasts. It was also recognized that the countries of Canada to the north and
Mexico to the south did not present an impending threat. Part of the fortification
construction focused on Fort MacArthur, located at the Los Angeles Harbor. The
expansive federal coastal fortifications began in 1900’s and expanded into the World
War |l era.

The Upper Reservation associated with events of WWI, WWII, and the Cold War era
contributing to the broad patterns of local, regional and national history, including the
cultural heritage of California and the United States, yielding, and having the potential to
yield, information important to the history of the local area, California, or the nation
pertaining to Seacoast Defenses. The Period of Significance is 1914 to 1979. The
district is a part of a larger thematic district that is evolving over time and contains
Batteries Osgood-Farley and Batteries Barlow-Saxon, each being listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Upper Reservation is also adjacent to White Point Nike
Site 43 listed on the California State Register and is linked through common use with
the Nike Site Fire Control at the Upper Reservation and the Launcher site located on
the White Point District.

The entire district as nominated was surveyed as part of the “Los Angeles-Long Beach
Harbor Areas Cultural Resource Survey” prepared for the U.S. Army engineer District,
Los Angeles, California, as submitted buy Dr Lois J Weinman, Principal Investigator and
Dr. E Gary Stikel, April 1978, “The city should maintain these properties in perpetuity,”
Also “From a historical point of view it would be a great loss if any of these
emplacements were to be destroyed. The United States has escaped the kind of
warfare that plagued Europe for centuries and caused the nations there to construct
massive fortifications. Consequently, we have comparatively little to study. These
emplacements are all that remain of the largest and most powerful fixed coast defense
artillery on the West Coast. Further, ‘Fort MacArthur is the only Taft period fortification in
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the Continental United States (others being the Endicott period or prior, and World War
I) so its emplacements are somewhat different than those found in San Diego, San
Francisco, Columbia River, Puget Sound, etc.” With the introduction of aerial warfare
such fortifications are to remain forever obsolete. Even Fort MacArthur lies close to
being marked off as disposable land. These rare sites provide a resource for students of
the history of technology and warfare and bring alive the written word upon which we
too often depend. A hundred years from now their value as tools to uncover the history
of land defense will be even greater.

This historical site is extensively rich in exceptional resources, exceeding that of any
other known Seacoast Artillery fortifications, not only in the Los Angeles defense, but in
the nation. It undoubtedly should be recognized as a Historical District and listed on the
State Register of Historical Places.

Respectfully Submitted,
; [
E ==

Joseph S. Janesic
Vice-President

The Fort MacArthur Museum Assn.
preservation @ftmac.org
Telephone: 562-577-5052
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