Coast Artillery Living History
Ft. Hancock, NJ
On 24-25 October 2009, the National Park Service in conjunction with the Army Ground Forces Association
conducted the annual Fort Hancock Day at Fort Hancock, NJ. This annual event commemorates the founding of
Fort Hancock as a permanent coastal artillery fort on October 30th, 1895. The post was named in honor of Major
General Winfield Scott Hancock, a hero of the Union Army during the battle of Gettysburg during the American
Civil War.
The members of AGFA participating were Eric Meiselman, Tom Minton, Francisco Lacy, Shawn Welch, Paul
Taylor, Anne Lutkenhouse, Vincent Turner, Gary Weaver, and prospective member Joe Rosamilia. The
interpretive goal was to present a view of the Coast Artillery at Fort Hancock in October of 1943.
The educational objective was to provide interpretation of the Coast Artillery mission at Fort Hancock in the
World War Two era with a focus on the full operational capacity of Battery Gunnison/New Peck as the
Examination Battery for the Advanced Harbor Entrance Control Post Number 1, located at Fort Hancock. The
tactical focus of the event was the ongoing U-boat war and the threat of saboteurs or shelling by submarines.
The event showcased several new restoration and preservation projects performed jointly by the NPS and
AGFA. These projects included reception of another seventy-two 6-inch projectiles, the connection of the BD-95
switchboard to an original terminal strip and lead stub cable, and the era-appropriate painting of all the electrical
fixtures within the Battery’s plotting room and magazines. The most significant project completed was the
installation of a gear cover on Gun #1’s traversing rack and worm gear. The installation of this cover resulted in
our ability to traverse the 45,000 pounds of gun, cradle and shield as originally designed. This weekend was likely
the first time since 1950 that these guns were traversed as designed over 100 years ago.
The photo below shows the participating members on Saturday 24 October. This day was focused on work
and preparation for the full event on Sunday. AGFA members were billeted in an original WWII-era "temporary,"
or mobilization, building. This particular barracks was one of several hundred constructed at Fort Hancock from
1941 to 1942, as the garrison swelled to over 5,000 men by 1943. Of all of these structures, this is one of just 5
that remains standing today at Ft. Hancock.
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Work began on Friday afternoon with the reception of 72 additional 6-inch projectiles. In the photo below two
of the three pallets of projectiles are set on the sidewalk outside the battery. PVT Meiselman moved them all into
the battery.

Once brought into the magazine, Recruit Joe Rosamilia and Corporal Turner redesigned the projectile storage
racks. In the photo below taken Saturday morning, SGT Lacy realigns the boards before fastening them with large
wood screws. These new projectiles are currently painted Olive Drab and will be painted the period correct
vintage 1943 paint scheme of bright yellow in the spring of 2010.
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Work continued into the day as the new racks were configured and the shells were stacked. In the photo
below, PVT Meiselman and CPL Minton stand by to rack the shells as SGT Lacy and CPL Turner fit the second
pallet rack on top of the first stack of shells.

In the photo below, CPL Turner and PVT Meiselman stack projectiles on the first rack.
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While the shells were being moved into the magazine on Friday, LTC Welch spliced the BD-95 switchboard
into the 1940’s vintage terminal box in the Plotting Room. The lead stub cable from the terminal box had to be
split and opened so that the cable from the switchboard could be connected. He is seen here using an original I166 volt ohmmeter to test the lines as they are connected. Note the original Coleman 242B lantern from 1940 on
the table used for lighting. Behind him, 2LT Taylor works on several other vintage lanterns needed for the
evening tours of the Battery on Saturday evening and for light while performing work inside the magazine.

The photo below shows the splice taking shape between the original and modern cables. The flat piece of
metal seen in the photograph underneath the wires is the lead cable sheath.
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The photo below shows the full view of the rear of the BD-95 switchboard, and the new splice work. Note that
the stool in the background is being used to support the terminal bracket and its length of rigid lead cable as the
splicing operation was completed.

The photo below shows the terminal bracket reinstalled in its box. The Plotting Room phone lines are
connected at the top of the strip, the phone lines to Gun #1 are connected towards the middle (note the red color)
and those at the bottom are lines for the Time Interval System. The Time Interval System lines are spliced into the
terminal box using the bottom four pairs.
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Seen here is the inside of the new gear cover that was made for Gun #1. Notice the grease paths on the
inside of the shaft bearing surfaces." Mr. Dave Fisher, a skilled machinist, manufactured this piece of fine
craftsmanship for AGFA and the NPS. This cover is the most significant new item manufactured for this gun in
over 60 years and ensured the capacity to have the weapon traverse as designed.
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In the photo below, CPL Minton and Recruit Rosamilia work on Gun #1, a 6-inch M1900 rifle, Serial Number
23, and manufactured at Watervliet Arsenal, near Albany, New York in 1903. The barrel alone weighs 19,968
pounds - nearly ten tons. Even with the added weight of the shield and carriage, the weapon now traverses from
side to side as easily as it did the day it was manufactured over one hundred years ago.

Saturday evening, the battery was open for tours from 1800-2100 hours. Unfortunately, the rain was heavy
and less than 20 people came out to visit the battery. In the photo below, Gun #1 is shown with the breechblock
open just prior to the start of the heavy rains.
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The photo below shows CPL Minton at the Battery Gunnison/New Peck access control point. At this station,
he briefed visiting public participants and issued them their security badges. Civilian visitors to Ft. Hancock in
1943 would have needed to keep such an identification badge visible on their outer garment at all times, and
would have remained under strict military escort and supervision.

Below, 2LT Taylor, SGT Lacy, PVT Meiselman and Recruit Rosamilia stand in front of the stack of projectiles,
which now numbers160. The total weight of the stack of shells is over 6 tons. As you can see in the photo, SGT
Lacy is very wet from the rain.
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On Fort Hancock Day, Sunday, 25 October, a large group of West Point Prep School cadets, stationed at
nearby Fort Monmouth, NJ, visited the battery. In the photo below, they are inspecting the shells and one large 6inch shell fragment.

In the photo below, retired Army Colonel Hal Guera discusses the operation of Gun No. 1 with SSG Weaver.
COL Guera was a CMTC cadet at Ft. Hancock in the late 1930’s and learned seacoast artillery training on the
guns at Fort Hancock. He became a Coast Artillery Officer in 1942 and spent much of WWII in anti-aircraft units.
Col. Guera was introduced to us by Jane Barret, a member of the Sandy Hook Foundation, seen here at the right
of the photograph.
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In the photo below, a large group of visitors moves up the stairs to Gun #1. Many visitors had the opportunity
to participate in gun drills, and, for the first time since AGFA began their restoration efforts on Battery Gunnison/
New Peck over 6 years ago, to traverse the gun. This was a milestone achievement in the joint efforts of AGFA
and the NPS, with many more sure to follow.

In traversing the gun, visitors could track ships or look at the New York City skyline through the M1904 3-inch
telescopic sight. This particular sight was manufactured in 1908 and is 20-power with crystal clear optics. Seen
here through the sight are several buildings out on Long Island, at a distance of over 8 miles.
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Beginning on Wednesday evening and culminating on Saturday, CPL Minton and Recruit Rosamilia, with
assistance on Thursday from PVT Meiselman, painted all the electric fixtures and cables within the battery the
period correct color of black. This is seen quite clearly here in this photo of the Plotting Room. Originally, the
electrical cables in the gun batteries around the United States were made of "armored cable," which consisted of
heavy-gauge lead cable wrapped tightly in several rows of copper wire and rubber for strength and protection,
then painted black to prevent corrosion.

The photo below shows the completed switchboard installation with revised terminal box and connections.
This greatly improved telephone communications between Gun #1 and the plotting room.

11

Another of AGFA's exhibits was 2LT Lutkenhouse's Aid Station display, fully equipped with WW2-era medical
equipment, which was located in the Chemical Warfare Room. 2LT Lutkenhouse’s collection of medical material
has grown since the spring. Additional bandages and treatment material from the 1940’s have been added to the
display. Note the special “Non-Combatant” gas mask hanging on the door to the left.

Seen here is a new 1943-issued instrument sterilizer opened up for exhibit. On the floor, an M1943 Army
Coleman lantern provides added light during the Saturday evening program.
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Another view of 2LT Lutkenhouse's Aid Station display, showing her aid table with a vintage blood pressure
meter, cot and IV/Plasma bottle hanger.

Seen below is a close-up of the blood pressure meter, a stethoscope and Emergency Medical Tags (EMT).
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Before the rush of people on Sunday, the group took a quick moment for the photo below in front of the 6-inch
M1900 rifle of Emplacement #1. Another project accomplished this weekend was the modification of our powder
bag, seen here on the ground next to a wooden drill shell. The bag, filled with cotton, had begun to fold in half with
age during loading drills. With the addition of a new high-density foam core, the bag now remains rigid during
loading drills, increasing realism. Hats off to CPL Minton and Recruit Rosamilia for their work on the bag!

At the end of the day, a final photograph was taken under the gun tube of emplacement #1’s M1900 6-inch
rifle, marking the end of another successful event!

For more information, visit the Army Ground Forces Association Website http://armygroundforces.org
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